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Invitation to Tender for Counselling and Counselling Support
Santé Health, a commercial subsidiary of the Ashton Community Trust, is inviting tender applications, from competent and appropriately qualified counsellors on a sessional basis to support future commercial counselling contracts.

Santé Health Overview:
Founded in December 2016, Santé Health will provide a suite of counselling and wraparound services to meet the health and wellbeing needs of individuals and organisations in Belfast and beyond. Our goal is to innovatively seek to meet the challenges of stress and poor mental health through the delivery of affordable, high quality, bespoke and effective therapeutic and non-therapeutic short term interventions. 
Santé Health’s Mission statement is:
"To provide bespoke, affordable quality mental health and wellbeing services that improve everyday lives at home and in the workplace."

Further information can be accessed on Ashton Community Trust websites: 

https://www.sante-health.com     www.ashtoncentre.com      www.thebridgeofhope.org
Role description:
We see this role of Santé Health to have a range of priorities: 

· To encourage individuals and organisations to be proactive with their mental health and wellbeing. 
· To access the ‘wellbeing champions’ of organisations and provide a tailored workforce programme for staff.  
· To train individuals and organisations how to manage stress better and become more resilient.  

· To encourage businesses to adopt a coherent and tailored health and wellbeing plan.   

· To reduce stress levels in individuals and within organisations. 

· To reduce absenteeism in the workplace and encourage higher levels of productivity.  
Essential Criteria:
· Individuals must clearly demonstrate that they meet the Draft Minimum Practice Framework guidelines for Counselling outlined in the CVSNI guidelines October 2011.  This outlines that Practitioners must have:

a.  At least 300 supervised practice hours (including hours accumulated during training and within 2 years of completing a formal course in counselling) 

b. Be accredited with one of the following professional bodies; 

• British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy 

• Irish Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy 

• United Kingdom Counsel for Psychotherapy 

• British Psychological Society 

• British Association of Psychotherapists 

• British Association Behavioural and Cognitive Psychotherapies
• National Counselling Society
• Psychological Society of Ireland
Or have recently applied for accreditation with one of the bodies above.


Individuals must also:
· Have experience of delivering Brief Solution Focused Therapy.

· Be in receipt of regular professional clinical supervision in the context of which continuing professional development should be addressed.

· Hold Professional Liability Insurance to a minimum of £5 million.

· Have completed or be committed to completing within 3 months of the tender deadline the Mental Health First Aid Certificate.

· Have completed or be committed to completing within 3 months of the tender deadline Emergency First Aid at Work Training.
· Have completed or be committed to completing within 3 months of the tender deadline Trauma Training.

· Have completed or be committed to completing Keeping Adults Safe Training within 3 months of the tender deadline.

· Have completed or be committed to completing Keeping Children Safe Training within 3 months of the tender deadline. 

The tender format is as follows:

a) Applicants must demonstrate how they meet all elements of the essential criteria.  Please note it is important to address each criteria listed above in your application.  
b) Applicants must be able to demonstrate value for money. A cost per hour inclusive of travel, subsistence and VAT should be provided up to a maximum of £25 per session.
c) Applicants must be able to demonstrate a flexible approach to service delivery.
d) Applicants must include a full and up to date CV with their application including 2 referees.
e) Applicants must include a copy of all relevant certificates.
f) Applicants must include evidence of membership of BACP or equivalent body.
g) Applicants must include evidence of insurance.
h) Applicants must demonstrate a commitment to regular supervision in the context of which continuing professional development should be addressed.  If the applicant has a current supervisor then the details of this supervisor should be included in the tender.
i) Applicants must outline what days and times they would be available to deliver services on behalf of Santé Health or stipulate that they have general availability.  Please be aware Santé Health deliver sessions both during the day and some evenings.  
j) Tender applications must include a completed Declaration of Employment Status form.

Copies of tender proposals should be forwarded in a plain envelope clearly marked “Counselling Tender” to:
Ricky Sloane
Business Development Manager

Santé Health
683 Antrim Road
Belfast
BT15 2BP

Any tender applications not including all information above will be discounted as incomplete and will not move to scoring.  
Santé Health will use the information supplied to score all tender applications.  Please take note of weighting criteria as this will be used to total scores and only applicants who score over 80 will be added to our Approved Sub Contractors List.  Although a score of 80 or more will allow / enable an applicant’s details to be added to our Approved Sub Contractors List this does not constitute any guarantee of working hours.  

	Award Criteria
	Score out of 100

	Experience of working with Brief Solution Focused Therapy
	15

	Demonstration of value for money
	5

	Flexible approach to working 
	10

	Evidence of insurance
	5 

	Evidence of meeting Draft Minimum Practice Framework as set out by CVSNI
	15


	Demonstration of qualifications
	10

	Commitment to receiving regular clinical supervision
	5

	Mental Health First Aid Qualification
	5

	Emergency First Aid at Work Qualification
	5

	Keeping Adults Safe Training Qualification
	5

	Keeping Children Safe Training Qualification
	5

	Trauma Training
	5

	CV included
	5

	Details of hours of availability
	5


Contact Details:
If you require further information or wish to clarify any points of doubt or difficulty relating to the tender documentation before submission of your proposal, the contact point is:

Ricky Sloane (Santé Health’s Business Development Manager).

Email: ricky.sloane@sante-health.com or sante-health@hotmail.com (an alternative email address for anyone having trouble with the main email address).

Tel: 028 9022 1022
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